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SERMON xxxvirr.

The Indwelling of the Spirit, the common
Privilege of all Believers.

John vii. 2>1^ 3^, Z<^^

In the lafi day, that great day of the feaft, Jesus flood

a7id cried, f^yif^g-> V ^i^y man thirft, let him come unto

me and drtnk. He that believeth on me, as the fcrip-

tiire hathfaid, cut of his belly fJiallflow rivers of living

water. But this fpake he of the Spirit^ which they

that believe on him fliould receive.

NOTHING has rendered the crofs of Christ of lefs

efFe£l; nothing has been a greater ftumbling-block

and rock of offence to weak minds, than a fuppofition, now
current among us, that mofl; of what is contained in the gofpel

of Jesus Christ, was deftgned only for our Lord's firft and
immediate followers, and confequently calculated but for one
or two hundred years. Accordingly, many now read the life,

fufferings, death, and refurredion of Jesus Christ, in the

fame manner as Cafars Commentaries, or the Conquejls of Alex-

ander are read : as things rather intended to afford matter for

fpeculation, than to be aded over again in and by us.

As this is true of the doctrines of the gofpel in general, fo

it is of the operation of God's Spirit upon the hearts of be-

lievers in particular ; for we no fooner mention the neceiTity

of our receiving the Holy Ghoft in thefe laft days, as well as

formerly, but we are looked upon by fome, as enthufiafts and
madmen ; and by others, rcprefented as wilfully deceiving

the people, and undermining the eilablifhed conftitutioa of

the church.

Judge



[ 90 ]

Judge ye then, whether it is not high time for the true mi-

niltcrs of Jesus Christ, who have been made partakers of

this heavenly gift, to lift up their voices like a trumpet ; and

if they would not have thofe fouls perifli, for which the Lord

Jesus has flied his precious blood, to declare, with all bold-

ncfs, that the Holy Spirit is the common privilege and portion

of all believers in all ages ; and that we as well as the firfl

chriftians, muft receive the Holy Ghoft, before we can be

truly called the children of God.

For this reafon, (and alfo that I might anfwer the defign

of our church in appointing the prefcnt feftival *) I have

chofen the words of the text.

They were fpoken by Jesus Christ, when he was at the

feaft of tabernacles. Our Lord atiendcd on the temple-fer-

vice in freneral, and the feftivals of the Jewijlo church in par-

ticular. The fcftival at which he was now prefent, was that

of the feaft of tabernacles, which the Jews obferved according

to God's appointment in commemoration of their living in

tents. At the laft day of this feaft, it was cuftomary for

many pious people to fetch water from a certain place, and

brincj- it on their heads, ftnging this anthem out of Ifaiahy

" And with joy fliall they draw water out of the wells of

falvation." Our Lord obferving this, and it being his con-

ftant prndice to fpiritualize every thing he met with, cries

cut, " If any man thirft, let him come unto me, (rather

than unto that well) and drink. He that believeth on me,

as the fcripture hath fpoken, (where it is faid, God will make

water to fpring out of a dry rock, and fuch-like) out of his

belly (hall flow rivers of living water." And that we might

know what our Saviour meant by this living water, the Evan-

gclift immediately adds, " But this fpake he of the Spirit,

which they that believe on him fliould receive.'*

The laft words 1 fliall chiefly inflft on in the enfuing dif-

courfe : And

F'lrjl^ I (hall briefly (hew, what is meant by the word

Spirit,

Secondly,, That this Spirit is the common privilege of all

believers.

Whitfuntide. \

Thirdly^
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Thirdly^ I fiiall fliev/ the reafon on which this dovflrlne is

founded. And

Loftly^ Conclude with a general exhortation to' believe on
Jesus Christ, whereby alone we can receive this

Spirit.

F'lrji^ I am to fhew, what is meant by the word Spirit,

By the Spirit, is evidently to be underftood the Holy Ghofl,

the third perfon in the cver-blefTed 7>inity, confubftantial and

co-eternnl with the Father and the Son, proceeding from, yet

equal to them both. For, to ufe the words of our Church in

this day*s office, that which we believe of the glory of the Fa-

ther, the fame we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft,

without any difference or inequality.

Thus, fays St. John^ in his firft epiille, chap. v. ver. 7.
^' There are three that bare record in heaven, the Faiher,

the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are one."

And our Lord, when he gave his Apoftles commiflion to go
and teach all nations, commanded them to baptize in the

name of the Holy Ghoft, as well as of the Father and the

Son. And St. Petcr^ Aas v. 3. faid to Ananias^ '« Why
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghoft ?" And
ver. 4. he fays, " Thou haft not lied unto men, but unto

God." From all which paftages, it is plain, that the Holy
Ghoft, is truly and properly God, as well as the Father and

the Son. This is an unfpeakable myftery, but a myftery of

God's revealing, and, therefore, to be affented to with our

whole hearts : feeing God is not a man that he ftiould lie,

nor the fon of man that he fliould deceive. I proceed.

Secondly^ To prove that the Holy Ghoft is the common
privilege of all believers.

Bur, here I would not be underftood of fo receivino- the

Holy Ghoft, as to enable us to work, miracles, or fliew out-

ward figns and wonders. I allow our adverfaries, that to pre-

tend to be infpired, in this fenfe, is being wife above what is

written. Perhaps it cannot be proved, that God ever inter-

pofed in this extraordinary manner, but when fome new reve-

lation v/as to bp eftabliflied, as at the firft fettling of the

5 Mofaic



[ 92 ]

ALfdk and gofpel difpenfation : and as for my own part, I

cannot but iufpea the fpirit of thofe who infift upon a repe-

tition of fuch miracles at this time. For the world being now

become nominally chriftian, (though, God knows, little of

the povvtir is left among us) there need not outward miracles,

but only an inward co-operation of the Holy Spirit with the

word, to prove that Jesus is the Melliah which was to come

into the world.

BeiiJes, if it was poflible for thee, O man, to have faith, fo

9S to be able to remove nwuntains, or caft out devils ; nay,

couldfl thou fpeak with the tongue of men and angels, yea,

and bid the fun ftand ftill in the midft of heaven ; what would

all thefe gifts of the Spirit avail thee, without being made

partaker of his ran6lifying graces ? Saul had the fpirit of go-

vernment for a while, fo as to become another man, and yet

probably was a caft-away. And many, who caft out devils in

Christ's name, at the laft will be difowned by him. If,

therefore, thou hadft only the gifts, and was deftitute of the

graces of the Holy Ghoft, they would only ferve lo lead thee

with fo much the more folemnity to hell.

Here then we join ifTue with our adverfaries, and will

readily grant, that we are not in this fenfe to be infpired, as

were our Lord's firft Apoftles, But unlefs men have eyes

which fee not, and ears that hear not, how can they read the

latter part of the text, and not confefs that the Holy Spirit, iii

another fenfe, is the common privilege of all believers, even

to the end of the world ? " This fpake he of the Spirit,

which they that believe on him {hould receive." Obferve, he

does not fay, they that believe on him for one or two ages, but

they that believe on him in general, or, at all times, and in

all places. So that, unlefs we can prove, that St. John was

under a delufion when he wrote thefe words, we muft beHeve

that even we alfo, (hall receive the Holy Ghoft, if we believ}e

on the Lord Jesus with our whole hearts.

Again, our Lord, juft before his bitter paflion, when he

was about to ofFer up his foul an offering for the fins of the

eledl world ; when his heart was mod enlarged, and he would

undoubtedly demand the moft excellent gift for his difciples,

prays, " That they all may be one, as thou. Father, art in

me, and I in thee ; that they aho may be one in us, I in
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them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfe^ in one;"

that isi that all his true followers might be united to him by

his holy Spirit, by as real, vital, and myftical an union, as

there was between Jesus Christ and the Father. I fay all

his true followers
'f

for it is evident, from our Lord's own
words, that he had us, and all believers, in view, when he put

up this prayer j
" Neither pray 1 for thefe alone, but for them

alfo which (hall believe on me through their word ;" fo that,

unlefs we treat our Lord as the high priefts did, and count

him a blafphemer, we muft confefs, that all who believe in

Jesus Christ, through the word, or miniftration of his fer-

vants, are to be joined to Jesus Christ, by being made par-

takers of the Holy Spirit.

A great noife hath been made of late, about the word en-

ihufiajl^ and it has been caft upon the preachers of the gofpel,

as a term of reproach ; but every chriftian, in the proper fenfe

of the word, muft be an enthufiaft ; that is, muft be infpired

of God, or have Gcd, by his Spirit, in him. St. Peter tells

us, " we have many great and precious promlfes, that we may
be made partakers of the divine nature ;" our Lord prays,

*' that we may be one, as the Father and he are one;" and

our own church, in conformity to thefe texts of Scripture, in

her excellent communion-office, tells us, that thofe who re-

ceive the facrament worthily, " dwell in Christ, and Christ

in them ; that they are one with Christ, and Christ with

them." And yet, chriftians muft have their names caft out as

evil, and minifters in particular, muft be looked upon as de-

ceivers of the people, for affirming, that we muft be really

united to God, by receiving the Holy Ghoft. Be aftoniftied,

heavens, at this

!

Indeed, I will not fay, all our letter-learned preachers deny

this doctrine in exprefs words; but however^ they do in efFe6t;

for they talk profefledly againft inward feelings, and fay, we

may have God's Spirit without feeling it, which is in reality

to deny the thing itfelf. And had I a mind to hinder the pro-

grefs of the gofpel, and to eftablifh the kingdom of darknefs,

1 would go about, telling people, they might have the Spirit

of God, and yet not feel it.

But to return: When our Lord was about to afcend to hw

Father and our Father, to his God and our God, he gave

his
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his apodles this commiiTion, " Go and teach all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghoft." And accordingly, by authority of this com-

mifTion, we do teach and baptize in this, and every age of the

church. And though we tranflate the words, " baptizing them

in the name\' yet, as the name of God, in the Lord's prayer,

and feveral other places, fignifies his nature, they might as

well be tranflated thus, " baptizing them into the nature of

the Father, into the nature of the Son, and into the nature of

the Holy Ghoft." Confequently, if we are all to be baptized

into the nature of the Holy Ghoft, before our baptifm be effec-

tual to falvation, it is evident, that we all muft a61:ually receive

the Holy Ghoft, and ere we can fay, we truly believe in Jesus

Christ. For no one can fay, that Jesus is my Lord, but

be that has thus received the Holy Ghoft.

Numbers of other texts might be quoted to make this doc-

trine, if poflible, ftill more plain; but I am aftonifhed, that

any who call themfelves members ; m.uch more, that many,

who are preachers in the church of England^ fhould dare fo

much as to open their lips againft it. And yet, with grief I

fpeak it, God is my Judge, perfons of the eftablifhed church

{eem more generally to be ignorant of it, than any diftenters

whatfoever.

But, my dear brethren, what have you been doing ? how

often have your hearts given your lips the lye? how often have

you offered to God the facrifice of fools, and had your prayers

turned into fm, if you approve of, and ufe our church-liturgy,

and yet deny the Holy Spirit to be the portion of all believers?

In the daily abfolution, the minifter exhorts the people to pray,

that " God would grant them repentance, and his Holy Spi-^

rit;" in the Collect for Chrijlmas- day^ we befeech God, " that

he would daily renew us by his Holy Spirit;" in the laft

week's Colledi, we prayed that " we may evermore rejoice in

the comforts of the Holy Glioft;" and in the concluding

prayer, which we put up every day, we pray, not only that

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
but that ** the fellowHiip of the Holy Ghoft" may be with us

all evermore.

But farther, a folcmn feafon, to fome, is nov/ approaching;

I mean the Ember-dap ^ at the end of which, all that are to

be
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be ordained to the office of a deacon, are in the fight of God,
and in the prefence of the congregation, to declare, that

'' they truft they are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft, to

take upon them that adminiftration ;" and to thofe, who arc

to be ordained priefts, the biftiop is to ^repeat thefe folemn

words, " Receive thou the Holy Ghoft, now committed unto

thee, by the impofition of our hands." And yet, O that I

had no reafon to fpeak it, many that ufe our forms, and many
who have witnefTed this good confcffion, yet dare to both talk

and preach againft the neceffity of receiving the Holy Ghoft

now ; and not only fo, but cry out againft thofe, who do infift

upon it, as madmen, enthufiafts, fchifmatics, and underminers

of the eftablifhed conftitution.

But you are the fchifmatics, you are the bane of the church

of England^ who are always crying out, '^ the temple of the

Lord, the temple of the Lord ;" and yet fiarve the people

out of our communion, by feeding them only with the dry

hufks of dead morality, and not bringing out to them the fatted

calf; I mean, the doctrines of the operations of the bleiTed

Spirit of God. But here is the misfortune ; many of us are

not led by, and therefore no wonder that we cannot talk feel-

ingly of, the Holy Ghoft; we fubfcribe to our articles, and

make them ferve for a key to get into church-preferment, and

then preach contrary to thofe very articles to which we have

fubfcribed. Far be it from me, to charge all the clergy with

this hateful hypocrify; no, blefted be God, there are fome

left among us, who dare maintain the do6^rincs of the Refor-

mation, and preach the truth as it is in Jesus: But I fpeak

the truth in Christ, I lye rot ; the generality of the clergy

are fallen from our articl : , and do not fpeak agreeable to

them, or to the form of found words delivered in the Scrip-

tures ; wo be unto fuch blind leaders of the blind I how can

you efcape the damnation of hell ? It is not all your learning

(falfely fo called) it is not all your preferments can keep you-

from the juft judgment of God. Yet a little while, and we

fiiall all appear before the tribunal of Christ ; there, there

will I meet you; there Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd

and Biftiop of fouls, ftiall determine who are the falle pro-

phets, who are the wolves in ftieep*s cloathing. Thofe who

5
fay.
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fav, that we mufl: now receive and feel the Holy Ghoft, of

thole who exclaim againft it, as the do£trine of devils.

But I can no more; it is an unpleafing tafk to ceDfure any

order of men, cfpecially thofe who are in the miniftry ; nor

would any thing excufe it but ncceflity : that necefHty which

extorted from our Lord himfejf fo many woes againft the

Scribts and Pharifees, the Icttcr-lcarned rulers and teachers of

the ^cwljl church ; and furely, if I could bear to fee people

peri(h for lack of knowledge, and yet be filcnt towards thofe

who keep from them the key of true knowledge, the very ftones

would cry out.

Would we reftore the church to its primitive dignity, the

only way is to live and preach the dodfrine of Christ, ami

the articles to which we have fubfcribed ; then we (liall find

the number of dilTenters will daily dccreafe, and the church of

England become the joy of the whole earth.

I am, in the Third place, to fliew the reafonablenefs of this

do61rine.

I fay, the reafonablenef. of this do£lrine ; for however it

may feem foolifhnefs to the natural man, yet to thofe, who

have tafled of the good word of lif?, and have felt the power

of the world to come^ it will appear to be founded on the

highefl reafon ; and is capable, to thofe who have eyes to fee^

even of a demonftration ; I fay of demonftration : for it (lands

on this felf-evident truth, that we are fallen creatures, or, to

ufe the fcripture-cxpreiTion^ "• have all died in Adamr
I know indeed, it is now no uncommon thing amongft us,

to deny the dodrine of original fin, as well as the divinity of

Jesus Christ; but it is incumbent on thofe who deny itj

hrft to difprove the authority of the holy Scriptures; if thou

canfl: prove, thou unbeliever, that the book, which we call

The Bible, does not contain the lively oracles of God; if thou

canft (liew, that holy men of old, did not write this book, as

they were inwardly moved by the Holy Ghclf, tiicn will we

give up the doctrine of original fin ; but unlefs thou canft do

this, we mufl: infift upon it, that we are all conceived and

born in fin ; if for no other, yet for this one reafon, becaufe

that CiOD, who cannot lye, has told us fo.

But what has light to do with daiknefs, or polite infidels

with the Bible ? Alas ! as they are ftrangcrs to the power, fo

they



th(ty are gehdrally a^ grc^t ftrahgers to the word of God.
And therelbre, if we will preach to them, we mufl preach td

and from the heart: for talking in the language of fcripturc,

to them, is but like talking in an unknown tongue. Tell me
then, O man, whofoever thou art, that denied the do6lrine of

original fni, if thy confcience hfe not feared as with a hot

iron ! tell me, if thou doft not find thyfelf, by nature, to be

a motly mixture of brute and devil ? I know thefe terms will

ftir up the whole Pharifee in thy heart; but let not Satan

hurry thee hence 5 flop a little, and let us reafon together 3

doft thou not find, that by nature thou art prone to pride ?

otherwife, wherefore art thou now offended ? Again, doft not

thou find in thyfelf the "feeds of malice, revenge, and all un-

charitablenefs? and what are thefe but the very tempers of the

devil ? Againj do we not all by nature follow, and fufFer our-

felves to be led by our natural appetites, always looking down-
wards, never looking upwards to that God, in whom we live^

move, and have our being ? and what is this but the very na-

ture of the beaffs that perifh? Out of thy owri heart, therefore^

will I oblige thee to confefs, what an infpired apoftle has long

fince told us, that " the whole world (by nature) lies in the

wicked one ;" we are no better than thofe whom St. Jude calls

" brute beafts ;" for v;e have tempers in us all by nature, that

prove to a demonfttation, that we are earthly^ fenfual, dc-

\ilifh.

And this \Vill fefve as another argument, to prove the reality

of the operations of the blefled Spirit on the hearts of believers,

againft thofe falfe profefTors, who deny there is any fuch thing

as influences of the Holy S-pirit, that may be felt. For if they

will grant that the devil wotketh, and fo as to be felt ih the

hearts of the children of difobedience (which they muft grant,

unlefs they will give an apoftle the lye) where is the wonder

that the good Spirit fhould have the fame power over thofe whal

are truly obedient to the faith of Jesus Christ ?

If i<t be true then, that we are all by nature, fince the fall,

a mixture of brure and devil, it is evident, that we all muft

receive the Holy Ghoft, ere we can dwell with and enjoy

God.
When you read, how the prodigal, in the gofpel, was re-

duced to fo low a condition, as to eat hufks with fv.'inc, and

Vol. VI. G how
54
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how Kchuchadnezznr was turned out, to graze with oxen; I

am confident, ycu pity their unhappy ftate. And when you

hear, how Jesus Christ will fay, at the laft day, to all that

are not born again of God, " Depart from me, ye curfed,

into everlafting lire, prepared for the devil and his angels," do

not your hearts fhrink within you, with a fecret horror ? And

if creatures, with only our degree of goodnefs, cannot bear

even the thoughts of dwelling with beafls or devils, to whofe

nature we are fo nearly allied, how do we imagine God, who

is infinite goodnefs, and purity itfelf, can dwell with us, while

we are partakers of both their natures? we might as well think

to reconcile heaven and hell.

When Addm had eaten the forbidden fruit, he fled and hid

himfcif from God ; why? becaufe he was naked; he was

alienated from the life of God, the due punifhrnent of his dif-

obedience. Now, we are all by nature naked and void of God,

as he was at that time, and confequently, until we are changed,

renewed, and cloathed with a divine nature again, we m aft fly

from God alfo.

Hence then appears the reafonablenefs of our being obliged

to receive the Spirit of God. It is founded on the doctrine

of original fin: and, therefore, you will always find, that thofe

who talk againll feeling the operations of the Holy Ghoft,

very raiely, or flightly at leafl:, mention our fall in Adam;

no, they refer St. Paul's account of the depravity of unbe-

lievers, only to thofe of old time. Whereas it is obvious, on

the contrary, that we are all equally included under the guilt

and confequences of our fird parent's fin, even as others; and

to ufe the language of our own church-article, " bring into

the world with us, a corruption, which renders us liable to

God's wrath, and eternal damnation."

Should I preach to you any other doctrine, I fliould wrong

my own foul ; I fliould be found a falfe witnefs towards Goi>

and you; and he that preaches any other doctrine, howfoever

dignified and diftinguiflied, Ihall bear his punifhrnent, who-
foever he be.

From this plain reafon then appears the ncceflity why we,

as well as the firft apoftlef, in this fenfc, mull receive the

Spirit of God.

For
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For the great work of fandification, or making us holy, ic

jparticularly referred to the Holy Ghoft ; therefore, our Lord
fays, " Unlefs a man be born of the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the kingdom of God."

Jesus Christ came down to fave us, not only from the

guilt, but alfo from the power of fin : and however often

we have repeated our creed, and told God we believe in the

Holy Ghoft, yet, if we have not believed in him, fo as to be

really united to Jesus Christ by him, we have no more
concord with Jesus Christ than i5t'//W himfelf.

And now, my brethren, what fhall I fay more? tell me, are

not many of you offended at what has been faid already ? do
not fume of you think, though I mean well, yet I have carried

the point a little too far ? are not others ready to cry out, if

this be true, who then can be faved? is not this driving peopU
into defpair ?

Yes, I ingenuoufly confefs it is j but into what dcfpair ? a

defpair of mercy through Christ ? no, God forbid j but a

defpair of living with GoD without receiving the Holy Ghoft.

And I would to GoD, that not only all you that hear me this

day, but that the whole world was filled with this defpair.

Believe me, I have been doing no more than you allow your

bodily phyficians to do every day : if you have a wound, and

are in earneft about a cure, you bid the furgeon probe it to

the very bottom ; and ftiall not the phyfician of youi' fouls be

allowed the fame freedom? What have I been doing but fearch-

ing your natural wounds, that I might convince you of your

danger, and put you upon applying to Jesus Christ for a

remedy ? Indeed I have dealt with you as gently as I could ;

and now 1 have wounded, I will attempt to heal you. For I

was in the

Lajl place, to exhort you all to come to Jesus Christ by

faith, whereby you, even you alfo, fliall receive the Ho'y

Ghoft. ' " For this fpake he of the Spirit, which they that

lelieve on him ftiould receive.'*

This, this is what I long to come to. Hitherto I have been

preaching only the law; but behold I bring you gla^d tidings of

great joy. If I have wounded you, be not afraid ; behold, I

now bring a remedy for all your wounds. Notvvithftanding

y©u are funk into the nature of the beaft and devil, yet, if you

' G 2 truly
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truly believe on Jesus Christ, you {hall receive the quicken-

ino- Spirit piomit'cd in the text, and be reftored to the glorious

liberties of the Tons of God ; I fay, if you believe on Jesus

Christ. " For by faith we are faved ; it is not of works,

left any one {hould boaft." And, hou'ever fome men may fay,

there is a fitnefs requiied in the creature, and that we muft

have a righreoufncfs of our own, before we can lay hold on

the righteoufnefs of Christ ;
yet, if we believe the fcripture,

falvation is the free gift of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord;

and whofoever believeth on hini with his wh<jle heart, though

his foul be as black as hell itfelf, fha!l receive the gift of the

Holy Ghoft. Behold then, I Hand up, and cry out in this

great day of the fcaft, let every one that thirftcth come unto

Jesus Christ and drink. '' He that believeth on him, out

of his belly fliall flow (not only ftreams or rivulets, but whole)

rivers of living water." This I fpeak of the Spirit, which ihey

that believe on Jesus fliall certainly receive. For Jesus

Christ is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever ; he is the

way, the truth, the refurredion, and the life; "-whofoever

believeth on him, though he were dead, yet {hall he live,"

There is no refpeil of perfons with Jesus Christ ; high and

low, rich and poor, one with another, mav come to him with

an humble confidence, if they draw near by faith ; from him

we may all receive grace upon grace; for Jesus Christ is

full of grace and truth, and ready to fave to the uttcrmoft, all

that by a true faith turn unto him. Indeed, the poor generally

receive the gofpel, and " C^OD has cholcn the poor in this

world, rich in faith." But though not many mighty, not

many noble are called ; and though it be eafier for a camel

to go through the eye of a needle, th<in for a rich man to

enter into the kingdom of (Jod, yet, even to you that are

jich, do I now freely offer falvation, by Jesus Christ, if

you will renounce yourfelves, and come to Jesus CHrisT as

poor finners; I fay, as poor fmners ; for the " poor in fpirit**

arc onlv fo blefl'ed, as to have a right to the kingdom of GoD.
And Jesus Christ calls none to him, but thofe who thirfl

after his righteoufnefs, and feel themfelves weary, and heavy

]aden with the burden of their fins. Jesus Christ jufliiies

the ungodly ; he came not to call the righteous, but finncrs to

fepentance»

Do
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Do not then hy you are unworthy; for this is a faithful and

true faying, and worthy of all men to be received, " that Jesus
Christ came into the world to fave Tinners ;" and if you are

the chief of Tinners, if you feel yourfelves fuch, verily Jesus
Christ came into the world chiefly to fave you. When Jo-^

feph was called out of the prifon-houfe to PharoaJo's court, we
are told, that he (laid fome time to prepare himfelf; but do you

come with all your prifon cloaths about you ; come poor, and

miferahle, and blind, and naked, as you are, and God the

Father (hall receive you with open arms, as was the returning

prodigal. He (hall cover your nakednefs with the beft robe of

his dear Son's righteoufnefs, fnall Teal you with the Tignet of

his Spirit, and feed you with the fatted calf, even with the

comforts of the Holy Ghoft. O, let there then be joy in

heaven over fome of you, as believing j let me not go back to

my Mafter, and fay. Lord, they will not believe my report.

Harden no longer your hearts, but open them v^ide, and let the

King of glory enter in; believe me, I am willing to go to pri-

fon or death for you ; but I am not willing to go to heaven

without you. The love of Jesus Christ conftrains me to

lift up my voice like a trumpet. My heart is now full ; out of

the abundance of the love v/hich 1 have for your precious and

immortal fouls, my mouth now Tpeaketh ; and I could now
jiot only continue my difcourfe until midnight, but I could

fpeak until I could fpeak no more. And why fliould I defpair

of any ? no, I can defpair of no one, when I conTider Jesus

Christ has had mercy on fuch a wretch as I am; but the free

grace of Christ prevented me; he faw me in my blood, he

pafled by me, and faid unto me. Live ; and the fame grace

which was fufficient for me, is fufncient for you alfo ; behold,

the fame blefTed Spirit is ready to breathe on all your dry bones,

if you will believe on Jesus Christ, whom God has Tent;

indeed, you can never believe on, or ferve a better mailer, one

that is more mighty, or more willing to fave; I can fay, the

Lord Christ is gracious, his yoke is eafy, his burden ex-

ceeding light ; after you have ferved him many years, like the

fervants under the lav/, was he willing to difcharge you, you
would fay, we love our Mafter, and will not go from him.

Come then, my guilty brethren, come and believe on the Lord
that bought you with his precious blood 3 look up by faith,

Q 3 and
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and fee him whom you have pierced ; behold him bleeding,

panting, dying ! behold him with arms flrctched out ready tq

receive you all ; cry unto him as the penitent thief did, Lord,

remember us now thou art in thy kingdom, and he {hall fay to

your fouls, fhortly (hall you be with me in paradife. For thofe

whom Christ juftifies, them he alfo glorifies, even with that

glory which he enjoyed with the Father, before the world be-

gan. Do not fay, I have bought a piece of ground, and muft

needs go fee it; or I have bought a yoke of oxen, and mufl

needs go prove them ; or I have married a wife, I am engaged

in an eager purfuit after the luft of the eye, and the pride of

life, and therefore cannot come. Do not fear having your

name caft cut as evil, or being accounted a fool for Christ*s

fake ; yet a little while, and you (hall fhine like the flars in

the firmament for ever. Only believe, and Jesus Christ
fhall be to you wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandification, and eter-

nal redemption
; your bodies (hall be fafhioncd like unto his

glorious body, and your fouls be partakers of all the fulnefs of

God.

Wiiich God of his infinite mercy, ^c.

SERMON


